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Daily Dose Thresholds for Antipsychotic Medications  
Used to Manage Behavioral Symptoms  

Related to Dementing Illnesses 
 

Generic Medication Dosage 

 First Generation 
chlorpromazine 75 mg 
fluphenazine 4 mg 
haloperidol 2 mg  
loxapine 10 mg 
molindone 10 mg 
perphenazine 8 mg 
pimozide * 
prochloroperazine * 
thioridazine 75 mg 
thiothixene 7 mg 
trifluoperazine 8 mg 
 Second Generation 
aripiprazole 10 mg 
clozapine  50 mg 
olanzapine 7.5 mg 
quetiapine 150 mg 
risperidone 2 mg 
ziprasidone * 

* Not customarily used for the treatment of behavioral symptoms 
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Total Daily Dose Thresholds for Anxiolytic Medications 
 

Generic Medication Dosage 

flurazepam 15 mg 
chlordiazepoxide 20 mg 
clorazepate 15 mg 
diazepam 5 mg 
clonazepam 1.5 mg 
quazepam 7.5 mg 
estazolam 0.5 mg 
alprazolam 0.75 mg 
oxazepam 30 mg 
lorazepam 2 mg 
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Daily Dose Thresholds for Sedative-Hypnotic Medications 
 

Generic Medication Oral Dosage 

chloral hydrate* 500 mg 
diphenhydramine* 25 mg 
estazolam 0.5 mg 
eszopiclone 1 mg 
flurazepam* 15 mg 
hydroxyzine* 50 mg 
lorazepam 1 mg 
oxazepam 15 mg 
quazepam* 7.5 mg 
ramelteon 8 mg 
temazepam  15 mg 
triazolam* 0.125 mg 
zaleplon 5 mg 
zolpidem IR 5 mg 
zolpidem CR 6.25 mg 

* These medications are not considered medications of choice for the management of 
insomnia, especially in older individuals. 
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